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Tuscola County
Parks & Recreation Commission

125 W. Lincoln Street 989.672.3700

Caro, MI  48723 Fax:  989.672.4011

www.tuscolacounty.org

MINUTES OF  THE OCTOBER  19TH  2022 MEETING

OF THE

TUSCOLA  COUNTY  PARKS  AND  RECREATION  COMMISSION

Wednesday, October 19, 2022 – 3:00 pm
Commissioners’ Board Room of the H.H. Purdy Building

125 W. Lincoln Street, Caro MI

Roll call: 
Appointed members:  Terri Eden, Steve Escott (Vice Chair),  Robert McKay (Chairman),  

Paul Newby, Megan Rule, Kim Vaughan;

Ex-Officio members:   Lonnie Kester (Planning Commission Chairman -- or designee:   

Cynthia Kapa or Rick Boylan), Bob Mantey (Drain Commissioner – or designee Dara Hood 

or Alicia Little);

Julie Matuszak (Designated Road Commissioner).

 
 

Excused Absence(s):  Paul Newby

Call to order:  With quorum present consisting of  Steve Escott, Lonnie Kester, Bob Mantey, 
Julie Matuszak, and Robert McKay, the October 19th meeting of the Tuscola County Parks and 
Recreation Commission was called to order at 3:02 pm by Chairman McKay.

Others present:   --  none  --

Approval of agenda:  Approval of agenda moved by Escott, supported by Matuzak, and passed 
unanimously.

Approval of minutes:  Approval of Minutes of August 17, 2022, meeting moved by Mantey, 
supported by Escott, and passed unanimously.
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Public comments:  --  none  --

Vanderbilt County Park Special Revenue Account Status:

Review of correspondence(s) received, and/or relevant action(s) by the Tuscola County 

Board of Commissioners:   

2022-09-26 Consent Agenda:  Move to approve up to $300.00 for the purchase of signs to 

promote and inform Tuscola County residents of the Parks and Recreation Commission 

activities and parks. 

2022-09-29 New Business: 2022-M-206 Motion by Thomas Young, seconded by Kim 

Vaughan to approve the property acquisition at 8965 Vanderbilt Road, Fairgrove with the 

Tax ID of 023-028-000-4500- 00 in the amount of $25,500.00. Also, approve a General 
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Fund appropriation of the same amount to the Vanderbilt Park Fund and any necessary 

budget amendments be authorized. Motion Carried.

Reporting of outside meetings and/or other official activity: 

--  none  --

Mention of upcoming outside meetings and/or other official activity:

The Tuscola County Parks and Recreation Commission appeared in the Tuscola County 
Pumpkin Festival parade in Caro MI on Sunday, October 9.  The Commission was represented 
by Paul Newby, Steve Escott, and Robert McKay.

Correspondence and Communication:

--  none  --

Media coverage & other items related to parks and recreation:   

2022-09-24  Tuscola County Advertiser:  “Say What?  Park Concerns are News to Grounds 
Chief” by Mark Haney

2022-09-27  Tuscola County Advertiser:  “A Road to Somewhere?  County Looks for 
Solutions to Road through Vanderbilt Park” by John Schneider

2022-10-07  Tuscola County Advertiser:  “Land Buy Could Improve 84-Year-Old 
Vanderbilt Park” by Mark Haney

Business:
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1)  Motion by Kester, supported by Escott, and passed unanimously  for Chairman to appoint
a subcommittee or task force to pursue SPARKS grant application and authorize the 
SPARKS grant application to be submitted to Michigan DNR.

2)  Motion by Mantey, supported by Kester, and passed unanimously to adopt following 
2023 Tusccola County Parks and Recreation Commission meeting schedule.  Unless changed
by Chairman of the Commission owing to exigencies, meetings will be held on the third 
Wednesday of each month at 3:00 pm in the Commissioners’ Board Room of the H.H. Purdy 
Building in Caro MI with the August meeting taking place at Vanderbilt County Park and 
Campground located at 4446 Bath Road, Fairgrove MI.

Wednesday, January 19 – mandatory 1st quarter meeting
Wednesday, February 15
Wednesday, March 15

 Wednesday, April 19 – mandatory 2nd quarter meeting
Wednesday, May 17
Wednesday, June 21
Wednesday, July 19 – mandatory 3rd quarter meeting
Wednesday, August 16
Wednesday, September 20
Wednesday, October 18 – mandatory 4th quarter meeting
Wednesday, November 15
Wednesday, December 20

Public Comments:  

--  none  --

Further Information:

1)  Closing on the 4 acre addition to Vanderbilt County Park and Campground has been 
delayed until at least next week.



5

2)  Tuscola County Community Foundation fall 2022 grant request from the Tuscola County 
Parks & Recreation Commission and the Friends of Tuscola County Parks & Recreation group, 
both on behalf of the County of Tuscola, was submitted in a timely manner by October 1 
deadline.

a)  Fall Grant Request: $10,000 for Vanderbilt County Park and Campground for the 
addition of new playground equipment for local and visiting children.

b)  Fall Grant Request: $10,000 preferred for the 14.05 acre piece of property known as The 
Parcels located at the intersection of Washburn & Chambers on the Cass River in 
Indianfields Township. This acreage is owned by the County of Tuscola and has been 
designated by the Tuscola County Board of Commissioners as a county park.

3)  Michigan Dept. of Management, Budget, and Technology confirmed to Tuscola County 
Controller – Administrator that the demolition of unused buildings is still “on track” with the 
two Camp Tuscola buildings being at the “top of the list” as demolition bids are in the midst of 
being evaluated.

4)  Resurfacing of M-46 west from Richville now includes a paved shoulder suitable for non-
motorized transportation.

Announcement of next scheduled meeting:

The next scheduled meeting of the Tuscola County Parks and Recreation Commission is 
3:00 pm on Wednesday, November 16, 2022,  in the Commissioners’ Board Room of the 
H.H. Purdy Building located at 125 W Lincoln Street in Caro MI.

Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn by Kester, supported by Escott, and passed unanimously.  
Meeting adjourned at 3:43 pm.

Tuscola County Parks & Recreation Commission Mission Statement

The mission of the Tuscola County Parks & Recreation Commission is to advise the Tuscola County Board of Commissioners on

matters of policy and practice pertaining to the encouragement, establishment, and provision of recreational opportunities for

residents of, and visitors to, Tuscola County.
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A ROAD TO SOMEWHERE?  COUNTY LOOKS FOR 
SOLUTIONS TO ROAD THROUGH VANDERBILT PARK

Tuscola County Advertiser
by John Schneider      August 27, 2022 

CARO — The Tuscola County Road Commission wants to link Quanicassee and Gilmore roads in Wisner Township. 
So does the county’s board of commissioners. The question is: Do the Wisner Township residents want that too? 

FAIRGROVE — The Tuscola County Road Commission wants to link Quanicassee and 

Gilmore roads in Wisner Township.

So does the county’s board of commissioners.

The question is: Do the Wisner Township residents want that too?

What’s at stake is 0.3 of a mile that runs through the county’s Vanderbilt Park. It’s not a 

certified local road. It isn’t even listed as a road on county or township maps. And it goes 

by a number of names – Vanderbilt Road, Beach Road, Bath Road – and was never meant

to be  used as a road, only as the way in and out of the county’s only park.

The county commissioners voted Thursday to support resolving the issue of the road. This 

came after interim road engineer Brent Dankert outlined the issues and the steps.
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The legal right-of-ways – settled in court back in the early 1950s — and the actual roads 

do not line up. He said it will require public hearings and might end up in court to have the 

right-of-way determined.

To tie the two roads together and to get them both certified, Dankert said, would require 

them to become local roads, and that would require the township to take on the added 

maintenance.

“There is nothing easy associated with this,” Dankert said.

Dankert said the road probably gets a dozen vehicles through the park each day. Wisner 

Township Supervisor Tim Rumble said some farmers want to see the road kept open. 

“There is farm equipment that goes through there all of the time,” District 4 Commissioner 

Doug DuRussel said. “Combines go through there.”

Rumble said some township residents along the road want to limit its use and to keep the 

speeds down. DuRussel said it is crucial to lower the speed limit through the park in order 

to protect park patrons.

“You can’t have them going through there at 25, 30 miles per hour,” he said. “At least, it 

should be more like 15, 10 miles per hour just on those roads.”

“They do go through there quite fast,” Rumble said.

“Does that cause a safety concern for anybody using the park?” Bardwell said.

Rumble said he wants to talk with township residents to determine what they want done 

with the roads. For while the county commissioners have been discussing the park road for

more than a year, and the road has been on and off the township board’s agendas through

the years, Rumble said, “we really haven’t been concerned about it.”

“It is going to take us a good year easily to walk through the legality to do this, but I think it 

is something that can be achieved if we all work together,” Dankert said. “Ultimately the 

most important player in this game is the township itself, because they are the ones who 

will be responsible for this road.”

District 1 Commissioner Tom Young wanted to know if Wisner Township has the funds to 

make the changes in the road. Rumble said it doesn’t.

“The cost of road material really has gone through the roof,” he said, “and our tax base is 

not as large as several other townships. We could be struggling or would be struggling to 

do it.”

District 5 Commissioner Dan Grimshaw, however, thought the solution is much simpler.

Grimshaw said the county doesn’t need Wisner Township support. “Why can’t we do it? 

We can pay for it. We’re the ones who own the road,” he said. “No one can challenge us. 

We own the road.

“It is our obligation to fix it. Not the township’s.”
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The county’s ownership of the road through the park has been the sticking point to 

maintaining and improving it. It isn’t a county road or a local road, only an entrance and 

exit road for the park, which the county owns. The road commission cannot maintain a 

road with its Michigan Transportation Fund money if the road isn’t certified. So whenever 

the road commission does work on those roads it has to bill the county for it. 

“If we are going to make any more improvements in Vanderbilt Park this has to be fixed,” 

Grimshaw said. “It should have been fixed a long time ago.”

Grimshaw said the county wouldn’t have to go to court because it could settle the right-of-

way issues with the adjoining property owners by simply getting agreements to fix the 

property lines.

County building and grounds director Mike Miller urged some caution in following 

Grimshaw’s suggestion. If Wisner Township takes over the road, Miller said, then the 

county no longer would need an agreement with the road commission to maintain the road.

And if the county accepts a variance from the road commission to accept the current road 

as it is, then the drainage issues plaguing the park would go unsolved. 

District 3 Commissioner Kim Vaughan asked what it would take for the road commission to

maintain the road through the park. And Dankert said it would take certifying the road. 

“It seems like we’ve been talking about this for 70 years,” Young said. “Maybe it is time we 

get some answers and correct the problem.”

Vaughan said the key will be if the road commission will grant a variance on that stretch of 

road, allowing it to be certified without making any changes to the road.

“If we want to move forward a variance will be key to getting this done,” he said.

“If they don’t move forward,” Young said, “then we’ll be right back where we were 70 years 

ago.”
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LAND BUY COULD IMPROVE 84-
YEAR-OLD VANDERBILT PARK

Tuscola County Advertiser
by Mark Haney      October 7, 2022

A concrete basketball court, with two backboards and rims, awaits shooters making their way to Vanderbilt Park off

the north end of Quanicassee Road in Tuscola County’s Wisner Township (Courtesy photo)

CARO — A decision made Sept. 29 may change the future for Vanderbilt Park, Tuscola 

County’s only park.

The county’s board of commissioners – with District 4 Commissioner Doug DuRussel and 

District 5 Commissioner Dan Grimshaw absent – approved spending $25,500 to buy property 

at 8965 Vanderbilt Road.

The acquisition will give the county more of the right-of-way of Vanderbilt Road, which serves 

as an entrance to the Wisner Township park. That could allow the county to improve the park 

road and, in turn, make other changes to the park.

District 3 Commissioner Kim Vaughan asked if there had been any negotiations. “There was a 

small negotiation,” building and grounds director Mike Miller said. The original asking price, 

District 1 Commissioner Tom Young said, was $28,000. The money for the purchase will come

out of park funds.
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Vanderbilt County Park and Campground was donated to Tuscola County by the late Frank 

and Amelia Vanderbilt in 1938. The 18-acre park along the shore of Saginaw Bay is open 

year-round and offers a concrete basketball court, a sand volleyball court, a pavilion with picnic

tables beneath it, other picnic areas, grills, rustic restrooms and fire rings. 

Guests pay anywhere from $10 a night for rustic campsites to $1,000 per season. The park’s 

pavilion can be rented. The county’s parks and recreation commission included improvements 

for the park in its past five-year plans, but funding has been difficult to secure. However, a 

sanitary station and new playground equipment have been added, along with restrooms. The 

land purchase may open the door to more improvements.


